...from the Pastor

A message from Pastor Kauffman

Kathy Brink, our minister
of music, gave me an
article written by Karl
Paulinack, a pianist and
teacher and leading
performer of new music,
who has concertized
extensively and writes and
speaks about the art and
craft of performing.

His final paragraph gave me
pause:

Frankly, ladies and
gentlemen, | expect you
not only to master
music. | expect you to
save the planet. If there
is a future wave of
wellness on this planet
— of harmony, of peace,
of an end to war, of
mutual understanding,
of equality, of fairness —
| don’t expect it will
come from a govern-
ment...I no longer

even expect it to come
from the religions of

the world...

How sad this made me feel!
But this is how the rest of the
world — calm, intelligent,
sensitive people — feel about
organized religion — it has so
often failed, so often been the
instigator of wars and hatred
and stifling of education and
art — that in many places we
have made ourselves
irrelevant. We religious folk
are not part of the
conversation. And if we are,
we are lumped as mainline
churches (wishy-washy, not
standing for anything) or we

are evangelicals (fundamentalist, rule
giver, joy killer). No where is there
conversation among or with people
who have an ongoing faith
commitment, and for us Christians,
believe that the coming of Jesus into
our lives and into our world has
changed the world for the better.

This is our fault! We need to be
having the conversation with our
friends, our families, our neighbors.
As Holy Scripture reminds us, “How
beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who
announces salvation, who says to
Zion, “Your God reigns.” This is our
joyful responsibility, our God-given
call, the working papers of our
baptism; to tell the story! To tell our
story! To tell everyone what you have
found, what you know, what Jesus
means to you.

This can be hard. It can be scary. It
can be hard to not sound like one of
those Bible thumping self proclaimed
Jesus lovers who eventually turn
people away with their message of
love that sounds like work, and
excludes and diminishes people while
claiming to be welcoming.

So how do we speak our hearts? It
begins with listening to our hearts,
equipping our hearts and knowing that
our work enjoined for Jesus’ sake is
never in vain. It begins with each
night, in every household, a reading of
Holy Scripture, a blessing the people
who are present with us and or those
who are not, in deliberately wrapping
each one of us in prayer.

There will be tools for you to begin.
There will be prayers you can use,
adapt for your home. There will be

(Continued on page 2)



...from the study cont.

Scripture for you to read. You will learn to
read the Bible devotionally.

This may seem like a tall order. But | am
convinced that we will not undertake this
mission in vain. We will discover
strengths; the power to speak our story to
others, to teach our faith in the living of
our lives, and the invoking of the Holy
Spirit will wrap this community so
powerfully in love that all will notice, and
rejoice with us as they come to
knowledge and fear of the Lord.
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Every household. Every night. Daring to
live on the promises of God. And
perhaps, just perhaps, the healing this

E world needs, the love this world needs,

E e — the reconciliation this world needs, will
==, come from those who profess to love and

[ follow Jesus.
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Don’t
FORGET!
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As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith,
affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

The Women of the ELCA (WELCA) is open to all women of the congregation, 18 and older.

We already have a group that regularly gathers to make quilts for Lutheran World Federation.
Seven to eight women gather on the first Tuesday of the month at 11:30 for lunch and Bible
study. Both groups welcome you at any time! We are looking to do more activities in the

coming months that engage more of the women, so check out the church website for
information.
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Please
remember the
following
people in your
prayers.
Those who are in need of
healing, strength and comfort:

Ann Marie, John & Mary
Beilman, the Brill Family,
Hermine Brundage, Judy
Celestina & family, Kerry
Chenier, Doris Coleman,
Hunter Dean, William Dilger,
Pastor Betsy Diver, Mazie
Diver, Kathy Eissing, James
Fontana, Paula Green,
Frances Griffin, Karl Halpin,
Suzann Haenal, Bill
Hendershot, Laura Hunt,
Gladys Kuhn, Evelyn
LaBar, Lisa, Marlene, Lyn
Michaels, Wally & Eileen

Nessler, Barbara Newcomb,
Lottie Pantley, Dave & Sue
Perrey, Karen Robinson,
Marlene Roe, Ray Runnalls,
Betty Rupp, Sue Ryan, Grace
Sanders, Donald Schields,
Julie VanDyke, Gabe & Jean
Vicari, Dick Weed, Alice
Westfall, Florence

Wilson, Robert Worden.

Friends and family of:

Kassandra & Julia Dorritie,
Devon Fahey, the Pflanz
family, David McQuinn

Those who serve their
communities and country:

President Obama and leaders
in Congress, Chris Denk,
Myriah Denk, Mike Denk, Don
Edwards, Doug Edwards,

Michael Hicks, Kirk Ennis,
Hector Vega.

*** |f you have contact
information for these men and
women in the armed forces,
please leave them on the
answering machine at church.
We would like to send cards,
but have no current
addresses.

*** |f you would have changes
to the prayer chair or would
like to be added, please
speak with Lyn Hesleitner
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Frances Griffin: 803 Ave. H.,

Matamoras, PA 18336
Lottie Pantley: PO Box 107,

Huguenot, NY 12746

Elinor Barnes: 365 Fray Street, W. Englewood,
FLA 34223

Hermine Brundage: 24 Minisink Ave, Port
Jervis, NY 12771

Doris Coleman: 400 Walnut Street, Apt. 316,
Royersford, PA 19468

Eleanor Dilger: 4338 Cheryl Drive,
Bethlehem, PA 18017

Betty Rupp: 27 Seward Ave. Port Jervis, NY
12771

Alice Westfall: 39 Pennsylvania Ave. Apt. 5C,
Port Jervis, NY 12771

Pastor Betsy Diver: C/O of:

Eger Health Care Center 140 Meisner Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10306

OR:

C/O Zion Lutheran Church; 505 Watchoogue
Rd., Staten Island, NY 10314




MUSIC MATTERS!

//@;::Q\,@\ o % ! Sunday, Feb. 28 -
(7‘5\@)%}( }"\*) > 8 -'#($4?%# ( St. Peter's will close out their
NAVANENIN 150th anniversary with a
special worship at 10:30 (no
family worship that day) —
kids’ choirs will sing during
worship, plus play drums for

0( oralo a Grace Choir anthem as
18/%.%8/% well as a hymn.
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23 Sunday March 28 - Bake
% # _ # Sale for St. Peter's Choir
( camp fund Use Easter as a
-81).# theme if you'd like; all types
of baked goods are welcome
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't # - Saturday, May 22 - Spring
6 6 '0*(+,)-." /0 122 Concert, 7PM - involves Joy
' Choir group only; more info
7 . = closer to the date, but please
, $ /8)). mark your calendars!
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Happy Birthday to our

BGIEhratel February babies!
|

3rd- Elinor Barnes and Eleanor Dilger
13th—Tessa DeStefano
19th—Ryan Ward
25th—Brian Lewis
26th— Bill Kauffman
28th—Sarah Pflanz & Hermine Brundage

Happy Birthday to our
March babies!

4th—Brittany Cooper

13th—Emily Cooper * [)
18th—Antje Schwake

21st—Kevin Greaves °
24th—Billie Mae Case %

30th — Cariann DeBlock 2 )7
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...every year at the Easter Vigil, we bless and dedicate another Christ Candle, the
largest candle in our worship space. At every Baptism, as we welcome another
person into the body of Christ, this candle is lit, a sign and a symbol of the light

that we have welcomed into our lives in Jesus. And, as we celebrate a member’s

life among us, and their resurrection to eternal life, the candle is lit, a visual
reminder of the promises made in baptism, that remain true even into death.
Every November, during the season of the saints, as we remember our saints in

light, the Christ Candle is lit. —

Would you like to donate this year’s Christ Candle? The cost is $86, and you can donate in memory
of a loved one, in honor of a special occasion in your life in the church, or to the glory of God.

You can put ‘Christ Candle’ in the memo line of your check, and how you wish your gift to be
acknowledged.
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A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and — >
six year olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor thy father and thy mother,” <

she asked, "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and

sisters?" Without missing a beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill."
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ELCA Press Release:

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- As of Jan. 22 members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
have contributed more than $1.4 million to support recovery efforts in earthquake-ravaged Haiti.

According to Christina Jackson-Skelton, ELCA treasurer, about 11,000 gifts have been
processed, totaling $1.43 million. With an additional $165,000 from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
$1.6 million in gifts have been contributed to the ELCA to support relief efforts in the Caribbean
nation.

The funds are being disbursed to three partner organizations of the church working on the ground
in Haiti -- Church World Service, New York; The Lutheran World Federation, Geneva; and Lutheran
World Relief (LWR), Baltimore.

"Almost two weeks have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti,” the Rev. Mark S.
Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, wrote in a Jan. 22 e-letter to members of the church. "The
outpouring of gifts from members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to ELCA Disaster
Response has enabled a swift response on behalf of this church.”

Hanson said the funds allow the ELCA's partner organizations to provide two water purification
systems to bring clean water to 25,000 people, secure food and medical supplies for thousands of
people, and blankets and tents to shelter 10,000 people who are homeless.

"Funding, distributed through (the) three partners, will increase as giving continues," wrote
Hanson. He said funds are also being sent to Lutheran Services Florida Inc., Tampa, to support
Haitians entering or returning to the United States.

"We have a long road to travel together,” Hanson wrote. "There is so much more to be done.
This church is committed to walking with our brothers and sisters in Haiti for years to come."

Hanson said general mission-support dollars and gifts to ELCA Vision for Mission make it
possible for 100 percent of gifts designated for "Haiti Earthquake Relief" to be used entirely for this
response effort.

Thrivent Financial has committed to match funds contributed by Thrivent members on a one-to-
two basis up to $1 million. The match is a collective $1 million for the ELCA, LWR, the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Thrivent Financial,
Minneapolis, is the nation's largest fraternal benefit society.

Financial contributions to support relief efforts i n Haiti can be made at
http://mww.ELCA.org/haitiearthquake or by cal  ling 800-638-3522.
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Can you believe it is time to start thinking about your Easter lily
order already?

Watch for more information (as we get pricing set) in the
church bulletin on Sundays. If you want to place an order over
the phone, you can contact Kathy Krause at 570-491-4463.

/ 0 As always, a $1 per plant donation will be made to the choir
0 camp fun.



